ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A picture element includes a 4-divided domain 
including first, second, third and fourth sub-domains which 
are arranged in this order in a predetermined direction and 
in each of which an orientation direction of liquid crystal 
molecules located in the vicinity of the center of a liquid 
crystal layer in the thickness direction is different from 
those of the other sub-domains. A first substrate includes 
two first regions having an orientation-regulating force for 
orienting the liquid crystal molecules in a first direction 
and a second region provided between the two first regions 
and having an orientation-regulating force for orienting the 
liquid crystal molecules in a second direction that is 
opposite to the first direction. A second substrate includes 
a third region having an orientation-regulating force for 
orienting the liquid crystal molecules in a third direction 
that crosses the first direction and a fourth region having 
an orientation-regulating force for orienting the liquid 
crystal molecules in a fourth direction that is opposite to 
the third direction. The first sub-domain is formed between 
one of the two first regions and the third region, the second 
sub-domain is formed between the second region and the third 
region, the third sub-domain is formed between the second 
region and the fourth region, and the fourth sub-domain is 
formed between the other one of the two first regions and the 
fourth region. 
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